
NOTICE
October 17, 2006

SUBJECT:  CM/ECF Version 3.1 Update and Guide

On Thursday, October 19, CM/ECF Version 3.1 will be installed at the Bankruptcy Court.  The system will
therefore not be available for electronic filing after close of business on October 19 until approximately 1:00
pm Friday, October 20.

Most of the changes in Version 3.1 are the result of statutory mandates in BAPCPA and new Judicial
Conference requirements.  The Director of the Administrative Office is now required to compile certain statistical
information on bankruptcy cases.  As a result, the court is now required to collect and submit data such as assets,
liabilities, monthly income and expenses, dischargeable debt, non-dischargeable debt, total unsecured debt and other
data.  Because of this requirement, certain data must actually be INPUT during the electronic filing process, in
addition to being supplied on the voluntary petition and schedules.

PLEASE READ THE ATTACHED GUIDE CAREFULLY
 AS IT DETAILS SEVERAL CHANGES AND NEW EVENTS

Summary of Changes:

• Form Changes:  The most significant changes are the new form Exhibit D, which is in addition to the
Certificate of Credit Counseling, and the Summary of Schedules & Statistical Summary of Certain Liabilities
and Related Data.   Schedules D, E, F, I, J, and the Declaration have also changed in minor ways.  The new
forms are available at http://www.uscourts.gov/bankform/index.html.

As of October 20, 2006, the amended forms will be REQUIRED.

• Case Upload - The new schedule amounts are automatically supplied if schedules are supplied at opening.
In addition, Case Upload now accepts Motion for Adequate Protection Payments to Trustee and Application
to Pay Filing Fee in Installments.   See page 1 for details.

• Case Opening Statistics - The screen requiring general statistical input has changed.  See page 1 for details.

• Case Opening Schedules - Schedules A-J and the Summary of Schedules have been combined into 1 event
and now requires the input of totals from Schedules A, B, D, E, F, I, J, Form B22 (Means Test), and page
2 of the Summary of Schedules.  If such schedules are supplied after case opening, the amounts may be
entered at that time.  The statistical summary screen has also changed.   See page 2 for details.

• Adversary Case Opening - Now requires input of Plaintiff and Debtor role in the Bankruptcy Case.  Also
features several new Nature of Suit Codes.  See page 4 for details. 

• Exhibit D and Credit Counseling - Exhibit D is now required and may be supplied either with the petition
or as part of the Certificate of Credit Counseling event.  See page 5 for details.

http://www.almb.uscourts.gov/Forms/index.htm


• Post-Petition Filing of Schedules - A new schedules event has now combined all Schedules into one
selection.  Separate schedule events have been removed from the menus.  See page 6 for details.

• Amended Schedules - Combined into 1 event, no data entry required.  See page 6 for details.

• Other Event Changes - Generic Motion - will be used sparingly.  NOTE: If a generic motion is used
incorrectly, a Submission Error will be generated.  Post-confirmation amended plans are now attached to
motion event instead of filing separately.  Over 20 new motions created.  New procedures and events for
Motions to Dismiss and Motion for Sanctions.  See page 7 for details.

For periodically updated information and guidance on CM/ECF, please visit the courts web site at
www.almb.uscourts.gov and click on the ECF Updates and Documentation link.  If you or your staff require any
assistance or further information please call the Clerk’s office at 334-954-3800.

Sincerely,

Richard S. Oda
Clerk of Court

http://www.almb.uscourts.gov
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United States Bankruptcy Court
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to provide the highest quality service to the judges, bar, litigants, and public
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CASE UPLOAD

• The petition preparation software updates will automatically transmit the new data requirements for
Schedules A, B, D, E, F, I, J , the Summary of Schedules and Statistical Summary of Certain Liabilities. 
No additional entry is needed by the user.   Continue to supply the Schedules with the petition.

• If schedules are submitted later, use the new event  Bankruptcy>Schedules A-J and Summary of
Schedules.   See page 4 for details.

• Application to Pay Filing Fees in Installments has been ADDED as a new automatic event.  

• Motion for Adequate Protection Payments to the Trustee has been ADDED as a new automatic
event. 

• Certificates of Credit Counseling remain an automatic event.   Exhibit D should be attached to the
petition and the Certificates supplied separately.

CASE OPENING

A. General Statistics

The screen requiring statistical input has changed as follows:

• New Field:   Prior Filing within last 8 years   (Default is No).
 

• Different Range Numbers for Estimated Assets and Estimated Liabilities (these are required
entries).

• New ‘Nature of Business’ Code for ‘Other’.

• Nature of Business Code ‘Nonprofit Organization’ changed to ‘Tax-Exempt Entity’. 

Chapter 11 Cases will see an additional field
for entering either (A) A Plan is Being Filed
with this petition OR (B) Acceptances of the
plan were solicited prepetition.

Figure 1 - Case Opening General Statistics
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B.  Schedules

The Summary of Schedules and Statistical Summary of Certain Liabilities and Related Data (Official
Form 6) will now be tracked with separate deadlines for Summary of Schedules (Page 1 of Summary) and
Statistical Summary of Certain Liabilities and Related Data (page 2 of Summary).  The new Case Opening
Schedules screen (Figure 2) may be bypassed at case opening, or data entered only for the schedules being
submitted.  Those debtors whose nature of debts are NOT consumer do not have to supply the data on
Statistical Summary of Certain Liabilities and Related Data, but the form must still be submitted with the
box checked indicating non-consumer debts.

TIPS: Be careful that your cursor is in the FIRST position of the field or you will receive this error message:
Improperly Formatted Dollar Amount; please enter Dollar Amount in the decimal format.

*  Do not enter dollar signs when inputting the numbers.  Use the format 50000 or 50,000 or
50000.00 or 50,000.00.

Enter data from the Summary of Schedules as  follows (see Figure 2):

A - Real Property - Enter the TOTAL from Schedule A.

B - Personal Property - Enter the TOTAL from Schedule B.

D - Creditors Holding Secured Claims - Enter the TOTAL Amount of Claim .
Do not include other totals.   
E - Creditors Holding Unsecured Priority Claims - Enter the TOTAL from “AMOUNT OF CLAIM”. 
Do not include other totals.

F - Creditors Holding Unsecured NonPriority Claims - Enter the TOTAL from Schedule F.

I - Average Income - Line 16 from Schedule I (Average Monthly Income).

J - Average Expenses - Line 18 from Schedule J (Average Monthly Expenses).

22 - Current Monthly Income - Report Line 12 from B22A, Line 11 from B22B, or Line 20 from B
22C.

• Total nondischargeable debt:   Enter TOTAL from ‘Type of Liability’ on ‘Statistical
Summary of Certain Liabilities and Related Data).

• Total Dischargeable Debt - will be computed by the system - no entry needed.
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New Case Opening Schedules Screen:

Note: The amended schedules event will NOT prompt for the above screen.  Instead, just submit the part of the
schedule that has been amended.  Amended Schedules have been combined into 1 event:

Bankruptcy>Amended Schedules A-J and Summary of Schedules

Figure 2 - Case Opening Summary of Schedules
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CASE OPENING - ADVERSARY CASES

• When entering both Plaintiff and Defendents, you must also enter ‘Role in Bankruptcy Case’ from a
picklist.    

• On the Nature of Suit Screen, a new prompt exists for ‘State Law’.  The Plaintiff should answer this
question with a ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ - Does a substantive issue of state law exist?   The default is ‘No’.  

• Natures of Suit Codes have changed and many new choices now exist:   

• 01 (Determination of removed claim or cause)
• 02 (Other (e.g. other actions that would have been brought in state court if unrelated to

bankruptcy))
• 11 (Recovery of money/property - 542 turnover of property) 
• 12 (Recovery of money/property - 547 preference)
• 13 (Recovery of money/property - 548 fraudulent transfer)
• 14 (Recovery of money/property - other)
• 21 (Validity, priority or extent of lien or other interest in property)
• 31 (Approval of sale of property of estate and of a co-owner - 363(h))
• 41 (Objection/revocation of discharge - 727(c),(d),(e))
• 51 (Revocation of confirmation)
• 61 (Dischargeability - 523(a)(5), domestic support)
• 62 (Dischargeability - 523(a)(2), false pretenses, false representation, actual fraud)
• 63 (Dischargeability - 523(a)(8), student loan)
• 64 (Dischargeability - 523(a)(15), divorce/sep property settlement/decree)
• 65 (Dischargeability - other)
• 66 (Dischargeability - 523(a)(1),(14),(14A) priority tax claims)
• 67 (Dischargeability - 523(a)(4),fraud as fiduciary, embezzlement, larceny)
• 68 (Dischargeability - 523(a)(6), willful and malicious injury)
• 71 (Injunctive relief - reinstatement of stay)
• 72 (Injunctive relief - other)
• 81 (Subordination of claim or interest)
• 91 (Declaratory judgment)
• SS (SIPA Case - 15 USE 78aaa et.seq)
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EXHIBIT D - INDIVIDUAL DEBTOR’S STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH CREDIT
COUNSELING REQUIREMENT

A new form, Exhibit D, is now required in addition to the Certificates of Credit Counseling for Debtor
and Joint Debtor.   Exhibit D supplies notice of the debtor’s intentions regarding Credit Counseling.  The court
will track the new form with a 48 hour deadline.

EVENT CHANGE:
Bankruptcy>Misc>Certificates of Credit Counseling and Exhibit D for Debtor and Joint Debtor 

• Previous events Certificate of Credit Counseling for Debtor AND Certificate of Credit
Counseling for Joint Debtor, have now been combined.   

• File Exhibit D along with the Certificate/Certificates of Credit Counseling if it was not attached
as part of the petition.

• A separate Exhibit D is required for EACH individual debtor.

• If the debtor/debtors have taken the required class and are supplying the certificates, Exhibit D,
Box #1, MUST be checked.

• If the debtor/debtors have taken the required credit counseling class but have NOT received a
copy of the certificate, an additional 15 day deadline will be set, if requested in Exhibit D, Box
#2.

• If Exhibit D, Box #3 is checked, Certification of Exigent Circumstances must also be docketed
using Bankruptcy>Misc>Exigent Circumstances.   The debtor will receive an additional 30 days
to submit the Certificate.  If more time is needed, docket Bankruptcy>Motions>Extend Time for
Credit Counseling within the 30 days.  An additional 15 days may be granted.  Submit the motion
as a SEPARATE event.

• If Exhibit D, Box #4 is checked, a Motion for Exemption from Credit Counseling must be filed
using Bankruptcy>Motions>Exemption from Credit Counseling.  Submit the motion as a
SEPARATE event.

• Exhibit D, Box #5, does not apply in this District.

See Attached Flowchart for Further Information
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POST-PETITION FILING OF SCHEDULES:

The ECF menu will no longer contain a separate event for each schedule.  A new event will prompt the
user to select the schedule(s) being filed from a pick list.

FORM CHANGE: Page 2 of Form 6, Summary of Schedules has been changed from Statistical
Summary of Certain Liabilities has been changed to Statistical Summary of Certain Liabilities and
Related Data.

EVENT CHANGE: A new schedules event now combines all Schedules into one selection:

Bankruptcy>Schedules A-J and Summary of Schedules 

When submitting schedules and the summaries, prompts will now appear based on which schedule is
being submitted:

• Enter Real Property Amount from Schedule A (ex. 50000.00 or 50,000):

• Enter Personal Property Amount from Schedule B (ex. 50000.00 or 50,000):

• Enter Secured Claims Total from Schedule D  (ex. 50000.00 or 50,000):

• Enter Unsecured Priority Claims Total from Schedule E  (ex. 50000.00 or 50,000):

• Enter Unsecured NonPriority Claims Total from Schedule F  (ex. 50000.00 or 50,000):

• Enter Average Income of Individual Debtors from Schedule I  (ex. 50000.00 or 50,000):

• Enter Average Expenditures of Debtors from Schedule J  (ex. 50000.00 or 50,000):

• Enter Total NonDischargeable Debt from Statistical Summary Type of Liability  (ex. 50000.00
or 50,000):   (TIP: This is the TOTAL from the Type of Liability section).

• If ALL schedules are submitted, enter ALL boxes as prompted.  The same screen described on
Page 5-6 will be used to accept this data.  Do NOT enter $ signs.  Do NOT enter Total
Dischargeable Debt; the system will compute that automatically.

NOTES: The same 15 day deadlines still apply to Schedules and Summaries.
Do NOT file Amended Schedules using this event.

AMENDED SCHEDULES: 

EVENT CHANGE: Similar to post-petition filing of schedules, a  new combined event now exists for
Amended Schedules:

Bankruptcy>Misc>Amended Schedules A-J and Summary of Schedules

Fees will be charged when appropriate.  
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OTHER EVENT CHANGES:

Under the new reporting requirements, certain motions and orders are must be counted and reported to
the Administrative Office.  Because of this, unrestricted use of generic motions or applications will no longer be
permitted.  The Amended Motion event has also been removed.  All amendment actions have been consolidated
within the original motion event.

A. Amended Motions:
• Bankruptcy>Motions>Amended Motion has been REMOVED.  Any motion being amended

should be docketed the same as the original motion.   You will be asked whether the motion
has been amended or not.  No amended motion will prompt for a fee if docketed correctly.

• When amending any motion, be sure to LINK to the ORIGINAL motion.   Do this by checking
the box ‘Refer to Existing Events?’ and selecting the original motion.

B. Generic Motions/Applications:
Bankruptcy>Motions>generic Motion is to be used ONLY in an emergency when no other event can be
found to match the motion.   The court will issue Submission Errors if a generic motion is filed when
another motion could have been used.

C. Motions to Modify Chapter 13 Plan 
• The amended plan must be attached instead of docketing separately.

Bankruptcy>Motions>Rule 9007-1 Motion (Post-Confirmation Event)

Bankrutpcy>Plan>Amended Chapter 13 Plan (Pre-Confirmation Event)

D. New Motions:  Several new motions have been created:
Abstention 
Abstention Under Section 305
Additional Attorney Fees
Allow
Conditional Use of Cash Collateral 
Continuation of Utility Service
Correct 
Damages for Creditor Misconduct 
Enforce 
Enter Appearance as Counsel 
Excuse 
File Amended Proof of Claim 
File Claim after Claims Bar Date 
Interim Distribution 
Pay Direct 
Return Funds
Sell Free and Clear of Liens 
Setting Property Value
Show Cause
Strike
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E. Motions to Dismiss Case - now a combined event which covers:
• Motions to Dismiss Case for Abuse Under Section 707b
• Motions to Dismiss Case for Failure to File Documents Under Section 521(i)(4)
• Motions to Dismiss Case for Failure to File Tax Documents Under Section 521(j)(1)
• Motions to Dismiss Case for Failure to Make Plan Payments
• Debtor’s Voluntary Motion to Dismiss Case 
• Other Reasons as stated 

F. Motion for Sanctions - now a combined event which covers: 
• Debtor’s Attorney Misconduct Under 9011
• Counsel’s Liability for Excessive Costs Under Section 1927
• Violation of the Discharge Injunction
• Violation of the Automatic Stay
• Other Reasons as stated
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